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embracing London, the abode of so many men of power in science, philosophy, and literature , and Italy, which was to be the scene of "the ecclesiastical Council designed to reanimate the faith, unite the sympathies, and quicken, the zeal of Catholic Christendom. The experiences of this trip are recorded in a series of remarkable letters to "The Tribune," too long to be printed in full, and too solid to be abbreviated. Tbe first is dated "at sea, May 20th," Mr. Ripley enjoyed the ocean voyage, the leisure, the opportunity for random reading, the easy, various society, the stir of life among the sailors, the aspects of water and sky. He had no suffering from sea-sickness, was happy and companionable, full of practical wisdom, without assumption or pretense. He was but ten days in London, at the height of the season, too; his pockets filled with letters of introduction to distinguished people, whom he was interested to see; his mind teeming with new suggestions, and alive to all impressions of genius in individuals and in the people. Every hour, consequently, was occupied. The description of Derby Day was written in London, May 27th, but it was not till he reached Baden-Baden, in the middle of July, that time was allowed for a tranquil review of his exciting visit to the metropolis of the world. The usual objectsnature and men, naturally made him wish to visit Europe again, more at his leisure; accordingly, in the spring of 1869 he made arrangements for a more comprehensive tour,
